A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
whole thing should be settled once and for all by yielding
to the tenants' demands, imposing a fixed known sum upon
them in payment for the land, and this policy matured within
a few years. It was but two years after Queen Victoria's death,
in 1903, that the Land Act bearing the name of Mr Wyndham
then Secretary of State for Ireland, made rent-purchase in that
country possible. The banks were recouped at the expense of
the English taxpayer; he was to advance £12,000,000 so that
the Irishman might be tempted to buy back the land which had
been taken by force from his ancestors at a price less than the
market-price, while the landowner, the descendant or beneficiary
of the original conquest completed by Oliver Cromwell, would
(through the 12 per cent, bonus) obtain more than his rights
were worth in the open market under the existing dual owner-
ship system. The Irish people were to buy back what they
still regarded as their own land in instalments spread over
sixty-eight years, and would be in complete possession of it
by 1972.
In this arrangement, of course, as in all modern long-term
payments, the increment for usury was allowed for—in other
words, the tenant was to pay double the real value of the land
in the long run. But on the present value of the bonds the
indebted landlord could satisfy the banks. With this Bill for
the moment ended the struggle for the possession of the "land
of Ireland: as for the struggle for self-government by the Irish,
it had fallen into repetitive habits. The settlement of the land
was not altogether final, for the one party regarded it as com-
pulsory repurchase of what was morally their own, the land
having been robbed from their fathers, while the other regarded
it as a payment morally due, like any other following upon an
accepted contract. There was here a cause for conflict in the
future, but the main point, the independence of the Irishman
upon his own farm, had been reached at the end of a battle
the most effective part of which extended over a quarter of a
century.
The Death of Queen Victoria. The necessity of following
to its conclusion the essential matter of Ireland has led us
somewhat beyond the bounds of this period, which concludes
with the death of Queen Victoria, and with that death the end
of an epoch. Before the war in South Africa was as yet con-
cluded the Queen, who had given her name to the greatest
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